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The situation in  Afghanistan  is  unbelievably  saddening.  Vast 

numbers of lives have been lost; citizens misplaced; women and 

children raped; Afghans made refugees and forced  to  flee  their 

homes, and families separated.  The  airlifts  have  now  ceased,  yet 

there  remain  many  people  in  awful  and  inescapable 

circumstances. Undeniably, the situations that  many  people  are 

finding themselves  in  are  completely  and  utterly  unthinkable  to 

the likes of you and me. In the light of all of this, I think that there 

are a couple of things that we should be doing. Firstly, in a time 

where tens of thousands of humans just like us are experiencing 

the unimaginable, we should  take  some  time  to  reflect  on  all  of 

the things we have  in  life.  Remember  to  be  greatful  and 

appreciative for the little things - whether it’s that you have a bed 

to sleep in at night, or school  to  attend  everyday,  or  a  family 

member to hug you goodnight. Everyone has their own personal 

struggles and things going on, but if you have the time, please do 

sit and think about all that you do have in life at the moment. 

Furthermore, if you are able to, please  donate  and  help  out  at 

relevant charities where possible;  in  order  to  do  your  bit  to  help 

the  people  who  remain  unwillingly  trapped  in  Afghanistan,   or 

those who have been airlifted but are  now  refugees  in  foreign 

nations. Charities such as UNICEF and Save the Children are going 

to great lengths to help those affected by this crisis, so if you can 

help in any way, please do! Additionally, if you are affected by the 

conflict in Afghanistan, please reach out to the various  support 

available at the school and in the wider  community,  for  help  in 

dealing with  how  you  have  been  impacted  by  this  difficult 

situation. 

 

Editor-in-Chief, Sahar Jafferbhoy 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

Zara Taylor, Co-Deputy Editor 

 
Leaving behind those who are 

unable to afford new styles, 

these short lived clothing 

items garner mass popularity 

before becoming an 

afterthought in the collective 

mind of the public, leading 

them to live out their final 

days in the backs of 

wardrobes and cabinets as 

Mrs Watson’s 

Weekly 

(Atrocious!) Jokes 

If you need cheering up, (or just 

want to laugh at our Deputy 

Rector’s inability to be funny!) 

have a read of Mrs Watson’s 
As we return, from tank tops to 

trousers, and jumpers get thicker; 

we are reminded of the ever 

changing seasons. With the 

weather growing colder, many of 

us may have started to think about 

investing in a warm winter jacket, 

but just as the leaves start to fall, 

so too does the cycle of fashion 

continue to turn. The life of a trend 

can be documented by the fashion 

trend-cycle. The fashion trend- 

cycle is generally heralded as, “a 

natural cycle by which a fashion 

trend is introduced, rises to 

mainstream popularity, declines, 

and finally gets rejected in the 

obsolescence stage,” and in recent 

years, this process has been 

accelerating exponentially. 

Encouraged by a combination of 

young teenagers - who formerly 

did not have the internet as such a 

prevalent aspect of their life - 

lacking a strong sense of personal 

‘style’ (as they are still coming into 

their own), fast fashion passing by 

styles one after the other, and the 

rise of low-priced online retailers 

like ‘Shein,’ which allows 

consumers to purchase more for 

less - the trend cycle, before 

perhaps lasting many years, is 

now, for an extreme number of 

items, becoming shorter and 

shorter. This rise in short, so 

called, ‘micro-trends’ has not been 

great for everybody. 

consumers look to the ‘next 

big thing,’ but, what happens 

after the death of a trend? 

One study done by the US 

EPA suggested that a 

staggering 85% of textiles end 

up landfills, contributing to 

the catastrophic effects 

unfolding on our 

environment; not to mention 

the carbon emissions 

released from the production 

process of fabrics like denim 

or the horrific and exploitative 

working conditions of e- 

commerce sites such as, 

‘Shein,’ and others like it. 

 

 
It is clear that this 

unsustainable approach to 

fashion may only be hurting us 

in the long run, however, there 

are some positive signs. 

Thrifting and the rise of online 

services like ‘Depop’ show that 

we can live a more 

environmentally friendly life 

whilst still indulging in our 

favourite trends. So, what will 

be the next trend to return? 

Will galaxy print leggings be 

making a comeback anytime 

soon - who knows - but, let’s 

hope not! 

atrocious jokes ;) 

 

A chicken crossing the 

road is poultry in motion 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Every calendar’s days are 

numbered 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Once you’ve seen one 

shopping centre, you’ve 

seen a mall 



 

 

 

 

BRITISH EMPIRE - WHY ARE WE 

PROUD? 

   S a h a r J a f f e r b h o y , E d i t o r - i n - C h i e f  
 

 
The realities of British history 

are woefully misunderstood, 

misinterpreted and under- 

taught. As a keen history 

student, and someone who 

spends a lot of time at the 

top of Bonar, I do not blame 

the History Department 

whatsoever; but might it be      

time for us all to have a think 

about what the Empire 

means to us?  

Over the years we have 

been taught about the 

complexities of Nazi 

Germany, the prevalent civil 

rights issues in the USA, and 

how we successfully 

abolished the Atlantic Slave 

Trade; but we don’t talk about 

the ‘British Empire’.  

66% of Brits say that they are 

proud of the Empire, which 

begs the question, how many 

British people have been 

taught about the atrocities 

that it caused? How many are 

aware of the slews of civilians 

killed, displaced and starved; 

or the vast number of 

countries ruined, and 

societies destroyed?  

 
The Scottish History 

curriculum does not include 

the brutal truth of Britain’s 

past - namely the  

destruction, death and 

exploitation of millions of 

people across the globe, 

during the era of the Empire.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We blatantly slander Nazi  

Germany concentration 

camps (and rightly so); but we 

ignore the fact that it was 

actually the British who first 

introduced and used them 

during the Boer War. We 

focus on the racism that 

perpetuated - and does so 

now - in the States, and the 

detrimental effects it had; 

somehow forgetting the 

deep-rooted racism in our 

own country. We learn about 

the slave trade being abolished 

in 1807, sidelining that      

we tortured these people for 

years without a second 

thought. Furthermore, we 

can ignore the prolonged 

two     decades that it took 

to convince the British to 

stop trading people as if 

they were   merely pots and 

pans; and to start treating 

them like humans rather    

than objects.                               

It is my opinion that the 

SQA History curriculum is 

cleverly designed to berate 

other countries for their 

barbarous actions in the past 

aPnubdlic dtoom   c n elebrate Britain’s 

victories; whilst concealing 

the cruelties of our own 

ancestors. If you are proud of 

the British Empire might you 

want to do a little digging into 

what went on behind the 

scenes of the Empire while 

they ruled a quarter of the 

World? 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 

TThhee FFiieennddiisshh wwoorrlldd ooff EEdd aanndd 

LLoorrrriinnaaiinnee WWaarrrreenn 
Lavinia Ismail 

 
Ed and Lorrain Warren 

Ever since the age of 10, I 

have been fascinated by 

anything demonic - I didn’t 

necessarily believe in it - but, I 

did enjoy researching the 

stories about how people lost 

their lives, got their soul 

stolen, and were tortured by 

these so called ‘demons.’ Yes, 

I know it’s not the best thing 

for a 10 year-old to be 
interested in, however, it did 

Ronaldo’s 

Historic Return 
Prithvi Sudarshan 

 
 
 
 
 
 

In just a few weeks, two of the best players in the 

world right now have both moved clubs during the 

summer transfer window; Messi to PSG and now 

Ronaldo to Manchester United. On the 17th of 

August, Cristiano Ronaldo - who had been linked 

with PSG, Real Madrid, and Manchester City during 

the summer transfer window - broke his silence in 

help me make friends with 

those who shared my 

fascination for horror and 

without my interests I 

probably wouldn’t be that 

close with them. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Two demonologists - people 

who study demonology, the 

non-scientific study of 

demons, beliefs about 

demons, and the hierarchy of 

demons - I grew fond of, (soon 

becoming my favourite) were 

Ed and Lorrain Warren; you 

may know them since they are 

very famous - most of the 

Conjuring and Annabel 

movies being based on their 

cases. Yes, it was actually 

based on a real story...well, 

with some aspects 

exaggerated. A lot of movies 

are like that, especially horror 

and gore movies, they are 

either completely fake or 

extremely exaggerated. 

Back to the topic of Ed and 

Lorraine; their infamous museum 

contains all the haunted and 

cursed artefacts/objects they’ve 

collected over the years. To some, 

the idea of putting of the ‘haunted’ 

objects in one room is crazy or 

unbelievable but every month a 

priest comes to cleanse the room 

and everyone who enters is 

prohibited from touching anything 

or even staring at particular 

artefacts. An example of an 

artefact you are not allowed to 

touch or stare at, is the eerie 

Annabelle doll. The Annabelle doll 

is kept in a glass box beside a big 

sign stating, “DO NOT TOUCH THE 

GLASS,” - like I’ve said before - no 

one is allowed to stare directly at 

it. Stories claim that those who 

have have had nightmares or 

instant bad luck, some 

unconfirmed stories said that 

people have gotten into car 

crashes while driving home after 

touching the glass in the museum. 

In the movies they didn’t use the 

real Annabelle, they used a 

wooden doll that looks way more 

terrifying. The real Annabelle doll, 

is actually an old Raggedy Ann doll 

and looks quite harmless 

(I can’t say the same for the 

actions caused by the doll though). 

Sadly, both Ed and Lorrain Warren 

have passed, but they lived a 

memorable life and I hope their 

daughter still takes care of the 

museum just as well as they did. 

a post talking about his future, after ongoing 

transfer rumours linked him with a move away 

from Juventus. Soon after, Juventus manager, 

Massimiliano Allegri said that the player had, 

“never expressed a desire to leave,” and was, 

“staying,” with the Serie A side. Less than a week 

later, Allegri then left Ronaldo out of his starting 

line-up and brought him on as a substitute for his 

side's league opener against Udinese before 

Juventus told the player they were willing to sell 

him. After this some clubs became more eager in 

signing the player, PSG ruled out the possibility of 

signing the forward after hauling in a whopping 12 

players this transfer window. Real Madrid were 

also out of the question after club president, Carlo 

Ancelotti, quickly played down rumours saying 

there was, “never,” a plan to sign Ronaldo. 

Manchester City had been considering Ronaldo as 

an option, after their top target, Harry Kane, said 

on Wednesday that he was staying at Tottenham 

for now. It would have been a very controversial 

move, considering Ronaldo's deep links with 

United. Juventus were looking for offers around 

£20 million and either Gabriel Jesus, Bernardo 

Silva or Raheem Sterling, though, Pep Guardiola 

was certain he was not willing to give away Gabriel 

Jesus - as he had already lost Sergio Aguero from 

his squad. Man City could not agree on a deal in 

which both parties wishes were fulfilled so 

Juventus subsequently pulled out of any transfer 

talks with them. Just a few hours after, Manchester 

United immediately began talks with there former 

talisman and agreed on a deal with a £19 million 

pound fee that promised the Portuguese striker a 

two year deal worth £26 million pounds each year 

(£6 million less than he was earning before). 

Former manager Sir Alex Ferguson has been 

credited with persuading Ronaldo to join the club 

that he played 6 seasons for, scoring 118 goals in 

that time. Man United midfielder, Bruno 

Fernandes, was quick to tweet on his role in the 

signing of his Portuguese teammate. 



 

 

 
 

 

Farmering 
Zoe Faloon 

Hello, my dear readers, I hope my 

words find you warm and 

comfortable. Perhaps curled up 

with the fluffiest of blankets or 

indulging in whatever strikes your 

fancy at this particular moment in 

time. For those of you returning to 

read my column - thank you! I 

must be doing something right - 

unless my words have become 

some form of elaborate torture in 

the future. If that’s the case, I’m 

sorry. 

However, I have taken it upon 

myself to write these reviews so 

as to inform the world (all 7 billion 

people who will definitely be 

reading this) about my opinions 

on...stuff - exciting, I know. So 

prepare yourself for the hopefully 

somewhat sane ramblings of me 

and if my inane drivel hasn’t put 

you off yet, then I think we’re 

going to get along swimmingly! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Also, please feel free to request 

any reviews you wish to see in the 

upcoming issues and as will 

become custom, please pay me in 

biscuits and novelty mugs. 

So with all that out of the way, let’s 

get down to business. 

During quarantine, I watched 

some...questionable shows. I 

revisited Riverdale - what even is 

that show? - got way too invested 

in Love Is Blind - Lauren and 

Cameron supremacy! - and 

mourned the loss of The Society - 

don’t know if I can forgive Netflix 

for that one - but few shows 

gripped me as much as the subject 

of my first review; ‘Jeremy 

Clarkson’s Farm’. 

I had been looking forward to the 

release of this show for a while, as 

a fan of the general antics of the 

‘Grand Tour’, I figured this would 

be much of the same, a few hours 

of mindless entertainment and 

nothing else. 

I will readily admit that I was 

wrong. 

This show, whilst comical, provides 

remarkable insight into the life of 

farmers that I, a bonafide country 

girl, would never have known 

otherwise. It has a spectacular cast 

- filled with the kind of rural 

characters that Hollywood goes 

nuts for - and uses them all to 

great effect. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We first meet Jeremy’s partner Lisa, 

who matches his faux idiocy stride 

for stride with her own frank 

honesty, as she crushes his hopes, 

by telling him that the Lamborghini 

tractor he bought is too ‘big’. This 

becomes a running theme, as 

Charlie Ireland, Clarkson’s financial 

advisor agrees with his partner; 

whilst also bringing rather 

petrifying numbers into the mix. 

For those concerned about 

representation, don’t worry - this 

show exemplifies British farming 

society, in that it’s filled with portly, 

middle-aged white men. One - 

Gerald Cooper - who Clarkson 

promoted to his Head of Security (I 

can’t be sure if that’s because he’s 

most likely to break in) is 

completely unintelligible due to his 

thick accent but still sparks joy with 

his near-constant smile and deep- 

bellyaching laugh. Perhaps, he is 

the West-Country Santa Claus - yes, 

that fits him perfectly. 

The true star of the show, however, is 

Kaleb Cooper - who, after much frantic 

googling I can say with some accuracy 

is not related to Gerald in any way. Let 

me preface my commentary on him by 

explaining some things: 

1. He has never, ever, ever read a book. 

2. He plans to work his way through 

every haircut. Why? I don’t know. 

3. He has never been more than twenty 

miles away from his home. 

4. The one time he was forced to go to 

London on a school trip, he stayed on 

the bus. 

Kaleb is a delight. He is witty in his raw, 

unedited nature - refreshing in his 

relatability as he frequently looses his 

temper with Clarkson and his ideas. 

Ideas that tend to end up meaning 

more work for Kaleb... 

Unfortunately, I can’t write more 

without giving away major spoilers (or 

using what I have been told by my 

editor is ‘inappropriate language’) and 

so will leave you with one final 

message. 

 
Some of you, I’m certain will still be 

unconvinced by my glowing review but I 

can assure you that this show is more 

about family and toil than farming. It 

humanises the often vilified Jeremy 

Clarkson whilst informing the viewers 

about the hardship that is farming. 

 
All in all, I would say it is a must watch. 

See ‘Clarkson’s Farm’ on Amazon Prime 

Video. 

 



 

 

 

PPaayyeesshh -- AA RRiiccee PPuuddddiinngg RReecciippee 
Anisha Azad 

 

Payesh is creamy, sweet, and fragrant - a traditional South Asian dessert that has been 

enjoyed since Ancient Indian times, 5,000 years ago. Nowadays, it is made for 

celebrations and festivals, such as Eid, birthday events and engagement parties. 
 
 
 

 

Ingredients: 
 

 

1⁄2 Pulau rice or Basmati 

rice that has been soaked 

for 10 minutes and ground 

using a rolling pin 

1 litre whole milk 

3⁄4 cup granulated sugar 

2 cardamom pods or 1⁄4 tsp 

cardamom powder 

1 inch cinnamon stick or 1⁄4 

tsp cinnamon powder 

 
 
 

Method: 

1. In a saucepan - over a medium flame - heat the milk until a boil is reached. 

 
2. Add the rice and simmer, while stirring regularly. Cook until the rice is about 80% 

done, check by crushing a few grains - the rice should be soft all the way through the 

grain. 

 
3. Add the sugar and spices. Taste for sweetness and add more sugar if required. 

Continue heating the mixture until your desired consistency is reached. 

 
4. Serve warm, cool, or chilled. Enjoy! 



 

 

PPhhaannttoomm 

SSeettttlleemmeennttss...... 
Izzy Clarke 

Les Misérables Film 

Review!! 
 

This week’s trivia article is all about the 

phenomenon of phantom settlements, also 

known as paper towns. These fictional, non- 

existent places crop up on lots of maps from 

around the world, with different places 

appearing on different maps from different 

companies. Usually, phantom settlements 

exist as copyright work-arounds, i.e., ways for 

map-making companies to prove whether 

someone sale has stolen their map drawing. 

Sometimes these are simply misspellings, 

such as the London street of Book Mews 

being written as Brook Mews, other times, 

whole roads and even towns are invented 

purely to throw off potential thieves. The 

most famous and well- known phantom 

settlement in the UK is the Lancashire town 

of Argleton. First appearing on Google Maps 

before 2008, the  fictitious  town  gained 

fame in late 2009, as  more  and  more 

people became aware of this non-existed 

English village, with many even travelling to 

the site to see for themselves what all the 

fuss was about. Argleton turned out to be a 

field a little North-East of Aughton, 

population 8,000.  Unfortunately,  by 2010, 

the place had been removed from Google 

Maps,  but the lasting memory still exists, 

with other phantom  settlements  in  Ohio 

and New York - the towns of Beatosu and 

Goblu and Agloe respectively - coming to 

public attention. There’s even a popular and 

somewhat satirical conspiracy theory that 

the entire city of Bielefeld, Germany, doesn’t 

actually exist, an online joke that has grown 

to international fame.  So next time you use 

a map whilst out on your hike, or pull up 

Google Maps to check where you’re going, 

make sure to really check if your destination 

exists,  or else you might end up in the 

middle of a field, claiming  you’re  in  the 

town of Argleton. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Georgia Colwell 

 
I watched the movie 

adaptation on Sunday and 

had to share my thoughts 

of how I interpreted it. The 

songs were all absolutely 

incredible and the artists 

really brought the whole 

story to life. It tells a story 

of a man (Jean ValJean) 

imprisoned for 19 years 

after stealing a single loaf 

of bread for his starving 

family. As the story 

develops throughout the 

June rebellion, he is 

continually on the run, 

raising a child and being 

hunted down for breaking 

parole. Many years later, 

he eventually joins the 

fight against the 

government who 

tormented him. However, 

throughout these many 

years of being a slave, 

ValJean still managed to 

have the kindness in his 

heart to raise a poor 

factory worker’s daughter 

and really emphasis how 

strong love is. 

The main themes I 

understood from this play 

is how life depends on 

love in times of tragedy. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Éponine was my favourite 

character, her story revolved 

around being unloved, and 

never getting the affection 

she deserved. An utterly 

selfless character who was 

hopelessly in love with the 

ideology of a doomed 

romance. There’s a difference 

between two characters and 

the way they die. The cold 

hearted Javert he lead his life 

obsessed with society’s laws 

and morals, he had no 

empathy to the pain he 

caused, only wanted power, 

and truly didn’t understand 

that the law is not infallible. 

When he finally discovers 

there’s more to life than if the 

law says something is evil he 

is unable to cope. And kills 

himself finally realising he’s 

lived a dishonest life. On the 

other hand there’s Éponine, 

who’s lived her life only 

desiring to be loved by 

anyone. And dies perusing as 

such. Always knowing she 

deserved something more, 

and valued others lives before 

herself, no matter the cost. 

From how I interpreted it, 

they both died strongly 

following what they believed 

was right, going crazy for their 

one desire. One for love, one 

for power. 



 

 

 
 

MMMaaallliiiccciiiooouuusss MMMooosssqqquuuiiitttoooeeesss 
Isla Watson, Co-Deputy Editor 

EDITOR’S 

NOTE 
Sahar Jafferbhoy 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
In some parts of the world, mosquito bites can be more than just an 

irritating scratch after a walk. They can be deadly. Dengue has killed 

over 700 people in the past 3 years and infected thousands more. 

Singapore have come up with a new solution to this problem. They are 

breeding many more mosquitoes to realise into the environment, 

infected with a special bacteria called Walbachia. This bacteria causes 

mosquitoes to be unable to carry diseases such as dengue and zika. As 

the mosquitoes reproduce, the bacteria is passed down the 

generations so that all of those young are also prevented from carrying 

these diseases. This is a good option as it won’t kill that mosquitoes 

and disrupt the natural ecosystems, but it will stop them from harming 

us humans. 

HSD This Week in Pictures! 

HSD is fully back into the 

swing of things! House 

choir lyrics echo the 

hallways; Mrs Watson’s 

pupil updates are back 

reminding us to “sanitise, 

wear face masks, and 

follow the one-way 

systems“; and Firefly task 

lists are endlessly long... 

Whilst it’s great to throw 

yourself at all that the 

school has to offer, please 

do remember to look after 

yourself. Academics and 

cocurriculars are 

important, but don’t forget 

that your personal well- 

being comes above all of 

it. This weekend; relax, 

have a bubble bath and 

munch on the chocolates 

your mum has hidden at 

the back of the cupboard :) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

T H E C O L U M N S T E A M 


